
In San Juan County’s waters:  (SJC Ordinance 35-2005) 

• Boaters and kayakers must not approach within 100 yards of killer whales. 

• Move out of the way if whales  approach your position. 

• Disengage the transmission immediately if whales unexpectedly surface within 100 
yards of your boat. 

• Operate at a slow, safe speed when within 400 yards of any killer whale. 

• Do not feed killer whales. 

The southern resident killer whale, the symbol of the San Juan Islands, 
is an endangered species.  When you encounter these magnificent 
animals, please show them the consideration and respect they deserve. 

San Juan County endorses the 
Be Whale Wise Guidelines for 
Boaters Paddlers and Viewers 

Go Slow 

Go Slow 

400 Yards 

100 Yards 

No Entry 

Move out of the 
whales’ path 

Give whales room to breathe 
(It’s the law)


